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Cawnpore, etc. It should be mentioned here that trade in
leather is mostly in the hands of Khojas (Mohammedans). Usual-
ly, the village tanner is indebted to the local leather dealer or
biyapari and has to sell his goods to him. The leather dealer
is in fact the town prototype of the village Bania. If raw hides
are sold through the leather dealer, he charges a commission
amounting to about Rs. 2 per maund. In the case of tanned
hides, his charges come to about 7 per cent of the sale value.
While in 1911, not a single tannery, leather factory, or boot and
shoe factory in the U.P. was managed by a Chamar or Muchi,1
they have now started a few. The Census Report for 1931 shows
that there were 586 Chamars and 8 Muchis engaged in industry
as owners, managers, clerks, etc.2 In the Punjab, too, some of
the Chamars have now taken to this trade. That so few of them
have taken to trade in leather is attributable mainly to lack of
capital.

Tanned hides from this country have a low value in foreign
markets. This is due to defective tanning, to the inferior quality
of the cattle, to the widely prevalent practice of branding cattle
and to the fact that the majority of the cattle being used for
draught purposes the hides show signs of wear and tear. Defec-
tive tanning is in turn due to over-liming, the use of antiquated
tools for fleshing and removing the hair, the hurrying of the
process of tanning and little attempt at currying. An important
reason explaining the existence of bad curing is that the mofus-
sil prices of well-cured and badly cured hides do not differ
appreciably.

Profit in Tanning

An untanned hide of 10 Ibs. costs about Re. 1-8 and a tan-
ned hide costs about Rs. 2-12. The materials required for tan-
ning this cost about 3 as. and there is thus a margin of about
Re. 1-1 to cover the wages of the workers. Tanning is usually a
family occupation in which hired labour is seldom engaged.
And for this very reason is it difficult to determine accurately
the,net profit to the tanner. It may be mentioned, however,
that a tanner bothers as little about the economics of his

1  U. P. Census Tabjes, 1911

2  U, P. Census Tables, 1931, p, 441,